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yours is an ELCA Lutheran congre-

C ti gati on, itds obligafted
.Orpora |_ons newest ELCA Model Constitution
VDrffﬁrc])gn ahd Dymg when it makes changes to its own.

by Larry Kallem, Member of the Southeast- Your byIaWS must also conform to
ern lowa Synodés Rural Mi nthatt mgdel aad # yeurdArticles of

partner in Church Solutions Incorporation. Your Articles of In-
v h W corporation must conform to_Chap-
our church 1s a ¢orpgER bthd Code of 1owd ©

it, a non -profit corporation? Corpo-
rations can rot o or di ®oed the chulti I8V i coRsBtl-
cared for properly. How long has it tion and bylaws in how things are

been since you checked your Arti- organized and run? That has legal
i aleg of Inwarpdratibny . Moes it say consequences too.

its life is fiperpetual 0 or does it state
a certain number of years, like

maybe 507

Sadl y, itdés not rare fo find out that,

so far as the Secretary of State is
concerned, your congregation is
dead. Sometimes the corporation
died because its time expired and
sometimes the Secretary of State
declared it dead because the neces-
sary reports werenot filed on ti me.
Either death has huge conse-
guences for the churchés property,
for the ability of your members to
deduct their contributions to the
church from their income taxes,
and for potential situations of liabil-

ity. It can be corrected before 7KH FRQJUHJDWLRQTV DUWLFOHV RI L
harm comes, if done in time. ration, constitution and bylaws form
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